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hint at, the grammatical relation between words, phrases,
clauses, and sentences; but it must not be forgotten that
stops also serve to regulate pace, to throw emphasis on par-
ticular words and give them significance, and to indicate tone.
These effects are subordinate, and must not be allowed to
conflict with the main object; but as the grammatical
relation may often be shown in more than one way, that way
can be chosen which serves another purpose best.
Secondly, it is a sound principle that as few stops should be
used as will do the work. There is a theory that scientific or
philosophic matter should be punctuated very fully and
exactly, whereas mere literary work can do with a much looser
system. This is a mistake, except so far as scientific and
philosophic writers may desire to give an impressive effect by
retarding the pace; that is legitimate; but otherwise, all that
is printed should have as many stops as help the reader, and
not more. A resolution to put in all the stops that can
be correctly used is very apt to result in the appearance of
some that can only be used incorrectly; some of our quota-
tions from Huxley and Mr. Balfour may be thought to illus-
trate this. And whereas slight stopping may venture on
small irregularities, full stopping that is incorrect is also un-
pardonable. The objection to full stopping that is correct is
the discomfort inflicted upon readers, who are perpetually
being checked like a horse with a fidgety driver.
Thirdly, every one should make up his mind not to depend
on his stops. They are to be regarded as devices, not for
saving him the trouble of putting his words into the order
that naturally gives the required meaning, but for saving his
reader the moment or two that would sometimes, without
them, be necessarily spent on reading the sentence twice over,
once to catch the general arrangement, and again for the
details. It may almost be said that what reads wrongly if
the stops are removed is radically bad ; stops are not to alter
meaning, but merely to show it up. Those who are learning